PRINCIPALITY OF SEALAND PRINCE MICHAEL OF SEALAND 


WELCOME TO THE PRINCIPALITY OF SEALAND 


Dear Noble Friend, 


Welcome to our Sovereign State! You are now officially a part of the adventure of the Principality of 
Sealand and its swash buckling history. Myself, as Head of State, together with our Royal Family are 
delighted to have you in our ranks of Nobility. The generosity of your purchase helps safeguard the future 
and beliefs of Sealand, which are summarised in our National Motto: ‘E Mare, Libertas’ which translates as, 
‘From The Sea, Freedom’ 


Sealand was founded as a sovereign Principality in 1967 in International Waters, six miles off the Eastern 
Shores of Britain and outside their territorial waters according to the International Law of the time. Our 
official language is English and we have our own Government which manages the affairs of the State, our 
internal activities, and serves our population. In order to preserve absolutely the security of our country, 
visas are required for any visit. We are proud to have our own coinage and of course a postal service which 
serves our population with a tangible connection to the rest of the world. 


The history of Sealand is defined by it’s struggle for Liberty. The cornerstone of our beliefs are that any 
group of people, dissatisfied with the laws and restrictions of an existing country, may declare independence 
and live freely in any place not claimed to be under the jurisdiction of another Sovereign entity. Our 
independence was proven during 1968, when a judge in a British Court found that Sealand did not fall under 
the legal jurisdiction of the United Kingdom. 


Our Noble Title initiative is an invitation to all persons of the world who share in our beliefs, to join our 
community and formally show their support in a meaningful and enjoyable way. As Head of State, I was 
presented with this special project, which offered the opportunity to raise international awareness of the 
Principality of Sealand, as well as contribute to the safeguarding of what is a true bastion of freedom, for 
future generations. For your generous contribution, we are delighted to award you with an Individual Noble 
Title, with the right to be known as a Noble Person of Sealand. 


Thank you very much for your personal support and interest in Sealand, we sincerely hope you will enjoy 
using your title as much as we enjoy welcoming you to our community. The Royal Family would be delighted 
to hear from you, either by post, social media or email, and invites you to visit our official Government 
website: www.sealandgov.org where you may keep up to date with the events and progress of Sealand. 


PRINCE MICHAEL OF SEALAND , 
HEAD OF STATE 


PRINCIPALITY OF SEALAND + E MARE, LIBERTAS — FROM THE SEA, FREEDOM + OFFICIAL GOVERNMENT WEBSITE: WWW.SEALANDGOV.ORG. 


PRINCIPALITY OF SEALAND 


OUR TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF YOUR INDIVIDUAL NOBLE TITLE AWARD 


Thank you for purchasing this symbolic gift. This 
Individual Noble Title of the Principality of Sealand 
is awarded and granted according to the Law of the 
Principality of Sealand. This Noble Title does not fall 
under the definitions or restrictions of the laws of any 
other country and in particular our nearest coastal 
neighbour, the United Kingdom, and therefore your 
tights and your usage of this title must not claim, 
reflect or purport to be a Noble Title from the United 
Kingdom or from any other country. This Sealand Title 
has been approved and granted by the Head of 
State of the Principality of Sealand and you may use 
this Individual Noble Title, under their law only. 


The Head of State of Sealand requests that you 
honour and protect the integrity of The Principality 
of Sealand and respect your Individual Noble Title 
which you have been awarded for your valuable 
contribution toward the future of our country. Your 
oble Title does not give you any access fo any 
constitutional decisions or voting rights and you are 
given no rights to any parts of the Sovereign State 


or to its assets nor does it confer any special rights 
to gain access to the State. All visits and entry fo the 
Principality are subject to Principality immigration and 


visa regulations. 


The Principality of Sealand has absolute right to 
retractan Individual Title at anytime, should the Govern- 
ment or the Royal Family discover any reasonable 
fact or circumstance which would give cause for 


cancellation of this Individual Noble Title. 


The Head of State, the contracted Copyright License 
holder and any other third party promoter does not 
acceptany liability whatsoever for this symbolic product, 
and any individual personal misrepresentation or mis- 
understanding arising from use of this Individual Noble 
Title will be the direct responsibility of the Title Holder. 
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a iiistory oF SEALAND 


1967 


Seven attacks by rival 
Pirate Radio factions 
repelled 


1966 


Roy Bates prosecuted 


for broadcasting inside independence, establishing 
Roughs Tower built UK waters 


the Principality of Sealand 


2nd September: 
Bates family declare 


1968 


May: Michael fires 

warning shots across the 
bows of a government vessel 
UK Ministry of Defence admit 
planning an unofficial raid 


Roughs Tower Christmas Eve: Roy and $ ; : - 


abandoned to nature Michael take Roughs Tower 


1967 ~~ 


August: Marine broadcasting 
offences act becomes law 


Royal Navy ship sent to 
capture Roughs Tower 


Helicopters full of marines on 
standby to launch assault 
‘Radio Essex’ takes to the 
air from ‘Knock John’ Fort 


1968 


25th October: UK Court 
rules it has no jurisdiction 
over Sealand 


November: Michael fires 


warning shots across the bow 


of HMS Egeria 
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Sealand stamps introduced 


1968 


November: Prime Minister 
Harold Wilson holds a 
Sealand crisis meeting at 
10 Downing Street 
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a story oF sEALAND 


2012 


October: Sealand's 
founder, Prince Roy 
passes away 


2016 


March: Princess Joan 


10th August: Dutch and 
German mercenaries 
invade Sealand 


Havenco is founded Passes away 


1972 


February: Royal 
Navy suggests 
invading Sealand 


2018 


October 2018 - 
Present: Major 
redevelopment begins 


Sealand ravaged by fire 
HOLDING 
THE FORT 


Michael publishes his 
autobiography 
‘Holding the Fort’ 


August: ‘Operation Trident’ 
launched, Sealand recaptured 
and prisoners of war taken 


leader Gernot Putz 
charged with treason 


German Ambassador visits 
Sealand to negotiate release 
of prisoners 
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HISTORY OF SEALAND PART 1: THE FORTRESS 


Roughs Tower being sunken into position 


PART 1: THE FORTRESS 


During World War Il, the United Kingdom took the 
hasty decision to establish a number of offshore military 
forts, the purpose of which was to defend England against 
German air raids. These sea forts housed enough troops 
to man and maintain anti-aircraft weaponry designed 
to shoot down German aircraft and missiles. They were 
situated along the east coast of England on the edge of 
British territorial waters. 

One of these forts, consisting of concrete and steel 
construction, was the now famous Roughs Tower, situated 
in the North Sea. In contrast to the original plan to locate 
the tower within the sovereign territory of Great Britain; 
this fortress was situated at a distance of approximately 
7 nautical miles from the coast, which is more than 
double the then internationally accepted 3 mile range of 
territorial waters. To put it briefly, this island was illegally 
placed in the international waters of the North Sea, but 
such restrictions were overlooked in a time of war. 


“You're next!” — Passing Marines howled at Prince 
Michael after blowing up the Sunk Head Fort 


PART 1: THE FORTRESS 


Following WWII, the naval personnel and marines 
were withdrawn from all of these forts by the British 
Admiralty. None of them were ever manned by the United 
Kingdom again, leaving the forts deserted to nature and 
the elements, thus abandoning their sovereignty. Save 
the aforementioned fortress, the other forts outside UK 
international limits were subsequently demolished. This 
resulted in the portentous uniqueness of the Roughs Tower 
fortress, situated at the high seas, it had been deserted 
and abandoned, ‘res derelict’ and ‘terra nullis’. From a 
legal point of view, it therefore constituted extra-national 
territory. This paved the way for occupation. 


On Christmas eve 1966, former British Army Major 
Paddy Roy Bates officially occupied the island and settled 
there with his family. After intensive discussions with skilful 
British and International Lawyers, Roy Bates proclaimed 
the island his own state on the 2nd of September 1967. 
Claiming ‘jus gentium’, he bestowed upon himself the 
title of Prince and the title of Princess on his wife. The 
Principality of Sealand was officially born. Roy Bates, 
henceforth Roy of Sealand, exerted state authority on 
the island and thus was an absolute sovereign. The Royal 
Family and other persons that have declared loyalty to the 
state have occupied Sealand ever since. 


PART 2: BATTLES FOR SEALAND’S SOVEREIGNTY: 
PIRATES, PETROL BOMBS & PROSECUTION 


Sealand’s early days were not without incident. 
Shortly after the declaration of independence, Prince 
Michael repelled no less than seven armed invasion 
attempts, employing an arsenal of guns, Molotov Cocktails 
and homemade projectiles. By late 1968, the British 
government had become aware of Sealand, and the 
potential problems associated with a new country seven 
miles off of their coast. Eager to quash the fledgling nation, 
officials in the UK tasked the British Military with removing 
Prince Roy and destroying Roughs Tower. 

The British military were keen to resolve this problem 
swiftly and subtly for fear of repercussions, having 
themselves placed the fortress illegally in international 
waters. On several occasions British warships entered 
the territorial waters claimed by Prince Roy. After several 
failed attempts to capture the fortress by force (and one 
time by deception), the British Navy stood down. In a 
separate incident, an incursion by a UK Government vessel 
into Sealand’s waters led to Prince Michael undertaking 
decisive defensive measures by way of warning shots 


across it’s bow. Prince Michael was still a British citizen, 
thus he was charged with extensive crimes upon his return 
to Britain and summoned to an English court. The result 
of this lawsuit was a spectacular success for Sealand’s 
claim to sovereignty. In its judgement of 25 November 
1968, the court declared that it was not competent in Roy 
and Michael of Sealand’s case as it could not exert any 
jurisdiction outside British national territory. This was the first 
de facto recognition of the Principality of Sealand. British 
law had ruled that Sealand was not part of the United 
Kingdom, nor did any other nation claim it, hence Prince 
Roy’s declaration of a new state was de facto upheld. 

A further firearms incident occurred in 1990 when a ship 
strayed too near Sealand and warning shots were again 
fired from Sealand. The ship’s crew protested to British 
authorities and a national newspaper article ran detailing 
the incident. Yet despite Britain’s severe prohibition of 
firearms, British authorities have never pursued the matter. 
This is a clear indication that Britain considers Sealand to 
be outside of their jurisdiction. 


On the 25th of September 1975, Roy of Sealand 
proclaimed the Constitution of the Principality of 
Sealand. Over time, other national treasures were 


developed, such as its national anthem, stamps, as well 
as gold and silver coins, minted as Sealand dollars. 
Principality of Sealand passports were produced and 
issued to many of those who have contributed to the 
formation and continuation of Sealand. 


HISTORY OF SEALAND 


PART 3: COUP D’ETAT 


In August of 1978, a number of Dutch and German men 
came to Sealand in the employ of a German businessman. 
They were visiting under the guise of a business proposition. 
This transpired to be a ruse, as these men were in fact highly 
trained mercenaries. While Prince Roy was away they 
kidnapped his son Michael, and took Sealand by force. 
These terrorists bound Prince Michael’s hands and feet, 
holding him captive for several days, before eventually 
transferring him against his will onto a fishing trawler. 
Following the trawler’s landing in the Netherlands, Prince 
Michael made his way back to the UK to reunite with 
his father, Prince Roy. A plan was immediately hatched 
to recapture Sealand, codenamed: ‘Operation Trident’. 
Sealand's most loyal and highly trained citizens were 
called up, and the legendary ‘Sealand Special Unit’ was 
born. The operation was executed a few short days later. 
Itinvolved a daring dawn helicopter assault, and culminated 
in the unconditional surrender of the invaders. (The only true 
first hand account of this event is recalled in Prince Michael's 
book: ‘Holding the Fort’, available on our website). 
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Above: ‘Sealand Special Unit’ - the team which recaptured 
Sealand pictured here with Princess Joan Previous page: 
Barry Harcus and Dutch trawler ‘Leendert’ which took Prince 
Michael to the Netherlands 
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PART 3: COUP D’ETAT 


Prince Roy and Prince Michael 


post invasion 1978 
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The invaders were held as prisoners of war. During this 
period, the governments of Germany and the Netherlands 
petitioned for their release. Initially they asked Britain to 
intervene in the matter, but the British government cited 
their earlier court decision as evidence that they held no 
authority over the territory of Sealand, stating that there 
was nothing that they could do. Prince Roy released the 
Dutch citizens, as the war was over, and the Geneva 
Convention mandates the release of all prisoners. The 
German citizen however was the holder of a Sealand 
passport. Because of this, he was tried on Sealand 
for treason. Found guilty, he was incarcerated for an 
extended period of time in Sealand’s jail, at the bottom of 
the North Tower. Following this, in a sensational act of de 
facto recognition of Sealand’s sovereignty, Germany sent 
a diplomat directly to Sealand via helicopter to negotiate 
the release of their citizen. Prince Roy, grateful that the 
counter attack had not resulted in a loss of life, released 
the treasonous German citizen, in a move preventing the 
bloodying of Sealand’s reputation. 
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“What are you 
doing here Bates? 


Head down, do 
or die!” 


— Michael Bates 


Prince Michael recalls 
clinging to the helicopter 
during ‘Operation Trident’ 
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On 1 October 1987, Britain extended its territorial waters 
from 3 to 12 nautical miles. The previous day, in anticipation 
of this, Prince Roy declared the extension of Sealand’s 
territorial waters to be 12 nautical miles, so that right of way 
from the open sea to Sealand would not be blocked by 
British claimed waters (Sealand being approximately 7miles 
from British shores). No treaty has been signed between 
Britain and Sealand to divide up the overlapping areas, 
but a general policy of dividing the area between the two 
countries down the middle can be assumed. International 
law does not allow the claim of new land during the 
extension of sea rights, so Sealand’s sovereignty was safely 
‘grandfathered’. Some nations might have tried to use this 
as an excuse to try to subvert international law and claim 
all of the territory of the smaller and less recognized nation, 
however, this has not been the case. Britain has made no 
attempt to take Sealand, and the British government still 
treats Sealand as an independent State. 


HISTORY OF SEALAND PART 4: THE 2000s, DATA & DISASTER 


PART 4: THE 2000s, DATA & DISASTER 


In early 1999 a group of young American entrepreneurs 
pitched the idea of Havenco to Prince Michael. The premise 
was to establish an internet server farm on Sealand which 
would allow users to operate free of draconian censorship 
restrictions imposed by other nations. During the year 
2000, in the midst of the Dot-com boom, contracts were 
signed, capital was raised and Havenco was established 
on Sealand, along with bases in London and Amsterdam. 

Huge infrastructure upgrades began in earnest to 
accommodate and power the vast racks of servers as well 
as meet the logistical demands of the project. Satellite 
and microwave links were installed, and around 25 Staff 
from the US, UK and Europe immigrated to Sealand, 
preparing for the launch of the service. Havenco took 
global media coverage and the inception of the project 
was met with much fanfare. This would prove to be the 
first misstep for Havenco, as the launch of the service was 
beset with delays, and come launch day, the media buzz 
had cooled. 


By late 2000 Havenco launched. Differences became 
immediately clear between Sealand’s Royal Family, and 
the senior management of Havenco over issues concerning 
acceptable user policy. In late 2001, Havenco suffered a 
crisis. The company supplying a vital internet link became 
one of the many victims of the bursting Dot-com bubble, 
and Havenco’s connection was cut, albeit temporarily. 

Service was resumed in January 2002 following the 
installation of a new microwave link and E1 connection. 
The same year would also see Havenco’s founding CEO 
return to the US citing personal issues. In the latter part 
of 2002, Havenco’s CTO departed the company in 
acrimonious circumstances. In 2003, with fast depleting 
resources, Havenco was disbanded. 


In June 2006, a fire ignited due to an anomalous 
failure of one of Sealand’s power generators. The fire 
quickly burned through the generator room housing, 
encompassing the entirety of the north deck. A rescue 
helicopter was dispatched from RAF Wattisham to 
evacuate one of Sealand’s citizens. Having been 
airlifted to hospital, he was treated for smoke inhalation 
and discharged the same day. The principality had 
established a good relationship with RAF air-sea rescue 
teams, and had for years allowed them to run practice 
drills of airlifting casualties from the Sealand fortress. In 
the subsequent weeks, a team of no less than ten people 
were tasked with clearing and repairing the fire damage. 
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